THE   LIFE   OF
KATHERINE  MANSFIELD

INTRODUCTION

ALL the necessary research on which this book is
based, and at least nine-tenths of the actual nar-
rative, have been the work of Miss Ruth Mantz ;
and it has been one of my chief concerns, in revising
the text to the best of my ability, not to alter the
total picture of Katherine Mansfield's early life
which Miss Mantz has created.

Therefore, I do not really deserve the position of
collaborator which is accorded me on the title-
page ; but since my contribution has been rather
more than a mere revision, and in consequence the
absence of my name might lead, in the case of some
few passages, to the attribution to Miss Mantz of
opinions which are mine, it has been thought best
that we should share the responsibility for the work.

Since Katherine Mansfield's death, the interest
in her personality has steadily increased. The
renown of her work, or the fame of her personality,
is becoming universal. It quickly spread through
America, it has established itself in France ; and
now at last it has flowed back to her own country,